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Con. xi, 28. 


And GOD HATH SET SOME IN THE 


Cnc, Fins? APOSTLES, sECON D- 


ARILY PROPHETS, THIRDLY TEACHERS. 


FF 


1 E read in the Sacred Pages, that God 


him with Honour and Glory. We are alſo in- 
formed, that this Image conſiſted in Goodneſs 


5 and Knowledge, Gen. i. 31. Col. iii. 10. 


But Man was ſoon tempted to fin againſt Hea- 


ven, and by this, his Underſtanding became 
darkened, and his Heart was turned away from 


| God, Epher. iv. 13. 


The Condition of the Human Race moved 


the Pity of the Almighty. Angels had ſinned 
. before, 


made Man in his own Image, placed 
him a little lower than the Angels, and crowned 
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4 SY | 
before, but Angels were given up to the Miſery 


which their impious Folly - deſerved. - They 
| were never indulged with any Proſpect of De- 


liverance. No Interceſſor ſtood up to plead, 


and conſequently they were left to Puniſhment 
without Mercy, reſerved in everlaſting Chains 
under Darkneſs unto the Judgment of the Great 
Day. Jude 6. The Caſe was otherwiſe with the 
5 fallen Race of Man. Their Heavenly Father 
; woas pleaſed to look at them, as Objects of his 
.Compaſſion, and in his firſt paſſing of Judgment 
remembered Mercy. The Promiſe of a Saviour 
immediately followed the Fall : and even ac- _ 
companied the Sentence of Condemnation, when 
the Almighty ſaid to the Serpent, And I will 
put Eumity between thee and the Woman, and between 


thy Seed and ber Seed : It fhall bruiſe thy Head, and 


thou ſalt my bis Heel. Gen. iii. 15. 


In bebe bf this Promiſe the Golpel yy 


hath been preached from that Hour to this, and 


as we read in Heb. xi. the Saints in all the dif. 


- ferent Ages of the World have conſtantly been 
accepted through Faith in the Son of God. 
Noah was 4 Preacher of Righteouſneſs ; and to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt give all the Prophets wit- 


neſs, that through his Name, whoſoever believeth 


in him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. Acts x. 43. 


Ged * at ſundry Times and in divers Manners, 
in 


4 4 2 


* the former Ages of the World, to our Fathers 
by the Prophets, 1 in theſe laſt "_— be hath _— 


to us * his Sen. 


The Form of the Commiſſion given to the 


5 Prophets we have in Ezek. xxxiii. So thou, O Son 
f Man, I have ſet thee a Watchman unto the Houſe | 


of Iſrael; therefore thou ſhalt hear the Word at my 


Mouth, and warn them from me. When I ſay unto 


| the wicked, O wicked Man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if 


thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the Wicked from his Way, 


| that wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, but bis 


Blood will I require at thy Hand. | Nevertheleſs, if 
thou warn the Wicked of his Way to turn from 
ii; if be do not turn from his Way, be ſhall die in 


bis Iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy Soul. And 


the Form, which the Son of God delivered to 
his Apoſtles, and by them to all the Miniſters 


of God to this Day, we have in the New Teſta- 


ment, Mark xvi. Go ye into all the World, and © 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature; he that believeth 
and is baptized ſhall be ſaved , but he that believeth 


not Noel be damned. 


From the Dignity of their Office. and the 
great Importance of the Truths, which they 
have to deliver, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
dignified with the moſt honourable Names, 
| each conyeying ſome Idea of what they are to 
diſ- 
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| 1. 6 F . 
diiſcharge. The are "called Ambaſſadors of 
Cbriſt, and Servants of the Moſt High God, who 


ſhew unto the People the Way of Salvation: Stewards 


e the Myſteries of God: —Shepherds and Overſeers to 
* the Flock of Chriſt :—Paſtors and Teachers :—Their 
Office, in it's general Import, may be con- 
ſidered as conſiſting of two Parts: the one 1s, 
to point out to Sinners Jeſus Chriſt the Way 
to Heaven, and prevail with them to take it 
by Repentance and Faith, called in Scripture, | 
converting a. Sinner from the Error oe bis Way, 


: James v. 20, The other, to ſtrengthen or eſtab- 
4: liſh thoſe who are converted, that they may not 


draw back again to Perdition, but preſs on to the 
faving of tbe Soul; called in Scripture, confirming 


_ the Diſciples, or Building up, or Fan the Church 
of wok Dy XV, 16. 20. n= 


The Miniſters by God are to fulfil their 


Commiſſion by the Power of Precept and Ex- 


ample, i. e. by preaching the Goſpel, or ſpeak- 


ing the Truth as it is in Jeſus; and by ſeconding | 
their Doctrine by their exemplary Lives, or . 


TY as they bave Lone 988 lbeir 8 


- They 8 in the firſt Place, be careful 
to ſpeak the Truth, not forgetting, that 
they are to declare the whole Counſel of God. 
Acts xx. 27. With Pain we read both in the 

7, ie 


{4 3 
- Old nd New 1 that Teachers have 


| been often unfaithful to their Truſt. 083 all 
the Prophets of Iſrael, called to ſpeak to Ahab 


upon a very particular Occaſion, one only de- 


clared the Will of the Lord. God frequently 5 


ſpeaks by Ifaiah and Jeremiah, in Words like 


_ theſe : Woe to the falſe Prophets, who aſk Coun- 
| fel, but not of me. And our Redeemer as fre- 


quently denounces Woes againſt the. Jewiſh 
. MO as blind Guides. 


From the Nature of the Golbet we are ed- 
to the T opics which it's Preachers ſhould con- 


tinually enforce : Such as the Fall of Man: his 


moral Depravity : the Neceſſity of Converſion : 
the Sacrifice and Interceſſion of our Redeemer 
Jeſus Chriſt: the Willingneſs of God to forgive 
and receive to Favour all that humble them- 


| ſelves for Sin, lament and forſake their Ini- 


quiries : implore his Forgiveneſs for the Sake 


of Jeſus Chriſt : give to him their Hearts, 
and walk before him | in Righteouſneſs and true 


Folineſs to the End of Life: the eternal Hap- 


pineſs of thoſe, who thus believe and are con- 
verted, and the everlaſting Miſery and Torment, 


which muſt be the inevitable Portion of all 
that will not come to Chriſt that they may have 
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FEY: 


To inſiſt continually upon theſe Peder, is 


called in Scripture, Preaching Chriſt, becauſe 
they are all connected with that Sacrifice and 
Obedience, which he rendered to the Father 
for the Redemption and Salvation of Sinners. 


Every Sinner, and who is there that liveth and 


Anneth not? is condemned by the Law of Gd 
to ſuffer eternal Death. Who then ſhall de- 
liver us all? No one can be found ſufficient for- 
this, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We have no : 
Acceſs to God the Father, but by his Son; | 

no Remiſſion of Sins but through his Blood; = 
and, morally ſpeaking, without the Aſſiſtance. 
of his Spirit, Sinners are unable to perform the 
Terms of Repentance and Faith, on which 
| theſe Bleſſings of Remiſſion and Acceptance are 
25 conferred. This Information he giveth us from 
his own Mouth: — No Man cometh to the Father 


but by me. And again, Without me ye can do 


Nothing. Surely, if the Son be ſl1ghted, Nothing 
can he hoped for from the Father. Common 


Senſe muſt inform us, that if the Almighty, of 
his Sovereign Grace and Goodneſs, hath pro- 


vided the Sacrifice of his- own Son, as the only 8 
Mean of Forgiveneſs and Reconciliation, he 


never can bleſs the Labours of the Preacher, 


ns this Way of Deliverance is not pointed 


Or, in other Words, when Cbriſt is not 
preacbed. 


preached. But, if God does not crown our 
Labours with Succeſs, our Preaching muſt be 


in vain. Paul may plant, aud Apollos 8 but 
Go only goes the Increaſe. . I - 


Te 0 Cn theſe Obſervations by our own 


5 Experience, let each conſider the Fruit of his 


Miniſtry, and enquire what good he hath done 
in turning Sinners from the Error of their Ways. 
If we have not preached Chriſt, I am perſuaded. 
we have done little Good in the World. We 
| may have talked indeed of the Lovelineſs and 


Propriety of Virtue, and the moral Fitneſs of 


Things; but what was this more than to talk? 
Could we adorn our Compoſition with every 
human Embelliſhment, we ſhould pleaſe the 
Ear, but the Heart would continue unchanged: 
the unjuſt would be unjuſt till, and the filthy would 
de filthy ſtill. Let the Goſpel be preached, and 
the Effects are widely different. The Heart 
is now melted, and the Cheek is no longer dry. 
Sin is then ſeen in its real Deformity, God 


becomes the Object of Deſire, and Holineſs 2 


appears delightful, The cruel Extortioner re- 
lents, and the ſhameleſs Harlot bluſhes. Zac- 
cheus reſtoreth Four-fold, and Magdalen falls 

at her Lord's Feet, waſhing them with her Tears, 

and wiping them with the Hairs of her Head. The 
Chains of Sin are now unlooſed, and the Priſon 
B Door 


A 08.0 


Door flies open: 1 wandering Sheep: is 


brought back to the Fold, and the Father of 


the Prodigal, with open Arms, receives his re- 
turning Son: Mourning Sinners receive For- 
givegeh, and are no longer Strangers to the Joys 
of the Goſpel, nor Foreigners from the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, but Fellow Citizens with the Saints, and 
* 7 ihe Hane. of God. Epheſ. li. 19. | 


But let us 5 again remark, that the moſt faich- 


ful Preaching will have little Effeck, if it i is not 5 
ſeconded by a Life correſponding with it. We 
cannot be ignorant of the Backwardneſs in the 


human Mind to receive Reproof, even from a 


Friend, how much rather from one, who hath 
exentod in us a Prejudice againſt the LION ? 


ue natural Love of Sin, and undue At- | 
tachment to the World, render us unwilling to 
regard the Goſpel, which calls us to forſake our 
ſinful Pleaſures, mortify our Luſts, overcome 
our fooliſh Fondneſs for the World, and live a 
holy and virtuous Life, even when it's Truths 
are delivered by a Minifter, blameleſs in his 
Conduct, and pure in his Converſation. The 
| heavenly Preachers under both Diſpenſations, 
| however diſtinguiſhed for Zeal and Piety, com- 
plain, Who hath believed our Report? How much 
rather will Sinners be glad to plead the bad Ex- 
ample 


243 


ample of their Miniſters in excuſe for them- 


ſelves! How will ſuch Remarks as theſe ſtifle | 
Conviction, and ſtill the Clamours of Con- 
5 ſcience: You ſee, he does not believe a Word 
of what he ſays, for, after every Sermon which 
he preaches, God may ſay to him, as the King 
ſaid to the unprofitable Servant, out of thine oh 


5 Mouth will 7 condemn thee ? PF. 


8 hath bein faid; we may obſerve in 
the firſt Place, what need we, Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel, have to examine ourſelves, whether we faith- 
fully diſcharge our Office in the Ways already 
mentioned And we are led in the Second Place 
to conſider the fatal Conſequences to ourſelves 
and others, which muſt attend an unfaithful 


Diſcharge of this ſacred and i important Function, 
and the happy Effects to both of a faithful Diſ- 


charge of it.—Let us firſt make the Appeal to 
our own Hearts, and ſee. if we ſhall be found 
faithful before God, - And here let us attend to 


the Motives which we have in preaching ; and 


to the Subjects on which we preach—Do we 


preach for filthy Lucre, or to gain Applauſe ? 


Do we in any Senſe preach Ourſelves, and nor 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? Do we feel no anxious 
Concern for the Glory of God; no tender Solici- 
tude for the Salvation of our People ? When 


ve > ſeek Preferment, are our firſt Enquiries, or 


18 


"£084: 


„ it our firſt Concern to know, if the Liviag 


we wiſh to gain be worth ſo much? or if the 
Duty is very little? or if the Village is in a 

Sporting Country ? ? What an Idea muſt ſuch 
Enquiries give every ſenſible Man of our Quali- 
fications for the Miniſterial Office? And how 
| far muſt ſuch Miniſters be from the Spirit of 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, who in ſeck- . 
ing Preferment _ a =. 1 N 


: 1. we have Reaſon to think þ our | Motive right, 
let us in the next Place enquire what we preach. 
Are our Sermons ſuch as might have been ex- 

pected from Heathen Darkneſs, or from Men 


w enlightened by the Sunſhine of the Goſpel ? 


Such as we may have learned from a Socrates, or 
a Cicero, or ſuch as were taught by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Peter and John, 
James and Paul? Do we conſider our Congre- 
gations as Aſſemblies of true Chriſtians, merely 
becauſe they are Members of the outward and 
viſible Church of Chriſt? Then, what meant 
St. Paul in Rom. ii. when he ſaid: He is not @ 
Few which is one outwardly, neither is that Cir- 
cumciſion which is outward in the Fleſh, but be is 
a Jew, which is one inwardly ; and Circumciſion is 
' that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the 
Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God? 
And again, Gal. vi. 15. For in Cbriſt Jeſus, 
„ . neither 


13). 
neither Circumciſion availeth any 7. bing, nor Unciv, 


5 cumcifion, but a New Creature? Do we teach 


the People, that if they will do this or that 
Duty, or if they be, according to an improper 


Manner of ſpeaking, good moral Men, they are 
in the Way to Heaven, inſtead of pointing out 

the Renewed Mind and the New Creature as 
Evidences of Faith, or our beſt Righteouſneſs 
as accepted only for the Sake of the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt? Then what does the Apoſtle mean by 
ſaying; that we are juſtified by Faith without the 
Deeds of the Law; and that the Fews, being igno- 


rant of God's Righteouſneſs, or Way of juſtifying 


Sinners, and going about to eftabliſh their own 


 Righteou ;ſneſs , had not ſubmitted to the Righteouſneſs 


5 of God. Or what, I pray you, did the inſpired 


Teachers intend by ſuch Expreſſions. as theſe : 
We preach Cbriſt— And if any Man preach any 


other Goſpel, or lay any other Foundation than that 


which is laid, Win Jeſus, let him be n ? 


17 we are ſo ar aconitged bes our own Con- 
ſciences, and the Bible, let us next examine 


our Conduct: 


Are we induſtrious, zealous and unwearied in 


our reſpective Departments? Do we, as Health 


and Opportunity will admit, labour, both in 
public and in private, to win our People to 
a 
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„ ͤ 
| Righteouſneſs? Do we, if our Pariſhes will 
allow of it, viſit them from Houſe to Houſe, 
that we may carry our Meſſage to every Far, 
and free ourſelves from the Blood of all ? Per- 
| haps our own Heart may be backward to this 
Work; and others, who are indifferent in them- 


felves to true Religion, may ſpeak of this 3 


todo much. But neither the Bible, nor our 
Church, agrees with ſuch Men. In Acts xx. 


5 St. Paul appeals to the Epheſians, if he had not | 


Both taught them publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe ,, yea, if for the Space of Three Years, du 
ring his Stay amongſt them, he had ceaſed 6 


warn every one of them Night and Day with Tears, 
And the Biſhop, by the Appointment of the 
Church, when he admitted us to the Office of 
_ Miniſters, ſolemnly charged us o teach and to pre- 
moniſh; to feed and to provide for the Lord's Family , 
to ſeek after Chriſt's Sheep, which are diſperſed 

abroad; and never to ceafe our Labours, until we had 
brought thoſe committed to our Charge to that Agree- 
ment in the Faith and Knowledge of God, and that 


 Ripeneſs and Perfetineſs of Age in Chriſt, that there 


Gould be no Place left among us, either for Error i 
in Kellgion, or bee of ho 0 | 


"Oar laſt Eat ceſpedting this Ta of our Tk 


Subject ſnould be, if this faithful Preaching 
of Chriſt, and this Labour and Diligence in 


JJC 
the Work of the Miniſtry, have been accom- 


: panied with Purity of Converſation, and In- ” 
tegrity of Conduct: If we have walked as we 


have Chriſt for an Enſample—PFor if either we 


ſhew a careleſs Unconcern about the Souls of 
our People, or in our Converſation, Behaviour, 
Entertainments, or Company are little different 


from the Reſt of the World, how can we ſup- 


poſe that we anſwer to the Character of Saints, 
and eſpecially of the holy Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who are required to be even an Example 
to Saints themſelves, an Example to Believers in 
Mord or Teaching, in Converſation, in Charity, in 
| Spirit, in Faith, in Purity? 1 Tim. iv. 12. If, 
for Inſtance, our Hearts are evidently placed 


upon the World, and the Things of the World, 


with what Honeſty can we inſiſt of Heavenly 8 
Mindedneſs in our Hearers, and call upon 
them, at the Peril of their Souls, to /et their 


 Aﬀe@ions on Things above, where Cbriſt fitteth at 
the Right Hand of God? Or, it our Minds are 


earthly and ſenſual, how can we ſay to thoſe that 


hear us, —the Carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God ; 


and, if we live after the Fleſh, we ſhall die? Rom. 
vill. 13. If we ſhew nothing of the Spirit of 


Chriſt in ourſelves, and pay no Regard to the 
ſpiritual State of our People, further than to 


run over a Courſe of Duty on Sunday, without 


any Feeling in our own Hearts, or any Concern 


for 
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K 16) 
for their Conveilion; or Edification, how en 


we ſay unto them,—o be ſpritualiy minded is Life 
and Peace, Rom. viii: 6. or, that God is our 
Record, how preatly we long after them all in the 2 
| Bel 7 N _— F 8 0 3 


Much les if our ; Curiverſition is i W006 pro- 


5 auer or, at beſt, full of trifling and fooliſh 
jeſting, can we ſay, our Converſation is in Heaven. 
Or, with any Appearance of Honeſty, admoniſh 
our People—to let their Speech be alway with Grace, 
and, to walk as they have us for an Enſample. Philip. 
iii. 17. Or, if we chuſe for our Companions 
Men of Pleaſure, or ſuch as ſwear, defraud, are 
drunken, or dehauched, or frequent Places of 
Entertainment, at which God's Laws are ſhame- 
fully broken, how can we pretend, that we have 
the Mind of Chriſt, or put on an hypocritical : 
Face, and require, in the Language of Scrip- 
ture, that our People come out and ſeparate 


themſelves from Unbelievers, becauſe there can 


be no Fellowſhip, no Concord, no Agreement 


between ſuch and the Servants of Chriſt; or tell 


them, that if thus they forſake the Company 
and Converſation of the Ungodly, God will be 
2 Father unto them, and they will be the Sons and 


Daughters of the Lord Almighty f 2 Cor. vi. 


Laſtly, if we ourſelves are e living in any pre- 
ſumptuous 


ER „„ - 
ſumptuous Sin, if we are guilty of Swearing; 
Drunkennefs, Fornication, Oppreſſion, or any 


other grievous Tranſgreſſion, with what Face 


can we read the Commandments to Others; de- 
clare—That he who committeth Sin is of the Devil; 

or ſay—That they who do ſuch 7. bings ſpall not in- 

berit the Kingdom of God? Gal. v. 21. In ſhort, 


if we are not truly ſerious and devout, holy and 
| heavenly minded; if we are not an Example to 
Others in the Purity of our Converſation and 


the Integrity of our Lives; how can we call 


upon our People to be Followers of us, as we are 


Followers of Chriſt; or, ſeriouſly declare unto them, 
that Wit bout Holineſs 70 Man your ſee the Lord: ? 
a Heb. xii. 14. TY 


24 From all which we perceive, that the Miniſ- i 


ters of the Goſpel will be of little Service in the 


World, if their Preaching be not right, and of ; 


Rill leſs, if their Conduct alſo be wrong. 


5 I dan tou 6 Brethren, 
till we conſider, on the contrary, the fatal 


_ Conſequences that muſt ariſe to ourſelves; and 


our People, if we are unfaithful to our Truſt; . 
and the happy Effects to both, which muſt flow 
from a faithful Diſcharge of it. And Firſt, We 
declared at our Ordination, that, we truſted we. 
were called to the Office of the Miniſtry by the 
Cc TS Spirit 
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= Spirit of God. But if we have been unfaithful | 
from the firſt, this was evidently falſe. 1 
need not mention the Guilt of this, ſince the awful 


Pate, which attended Annanias and Sapphira, 


who were ſtruck dead by the immediate Hand 


ol God, declares it unto us; for we, like them, 


lied not unto Men onlv, but unto God. | Beſides —" 


What Hypocrites and Difſemblers muſt we be, 


how carnally minded, and how covetous, for the. 
Sake of filthy Lucre, to declare continually the 


| molt awful Things to others, which we be- 


| lieve not ourſelves? I pray you, Brethren, re- 


flect for a Moment, what Character does that 
Man deſerve, who, declaring. himſelf to be a 


| Miniſter of God, continually alarms his Fellow- 
Creatures with Threatenings of the moſt ex- 
quiſite and eternal Puniſhment, or flatters them 
with the Promiſes of eternal Happineſs and 
Glory, on the Neglect and Performance of par- 


ticular Duties, at the ſame Time, that he does 


not believe there is any Cauſe for the one, or 

Ground for the other? Let ſuch a One con- 
ſider what is the Hypocrite's Recompenſe from 
God ? Should any ſuch Miniſters urge, we be- 
| lieve, but we do not practiſe theſe Things. I 
am perſuaded ſuch a Plea as this would neither 
leſſen their Guilt, nor diminiſh their Puniſh- 
ment. The Servant, that knew not bis Maſter's 
Will, was commanded t9 be beaten with few 

We 3 Stripes, 


<-:9 . 
Stripes, whilſt be that knew and would not ao it, 
was ordered to be Heres with _ ne, 


But let us attend to the Conſequences which 
flow to our People from ſuch a Conduct, and 
the Guilt of ſuch Miniſters will appear in its 

proper Magnitude: Inſtead of ſaving the Souls 
of Others, we become the very Inſtruments 

to deſtroy them. 


The Complexion of a Pariſh, where Pariſhes 
are ſmall, is frequently borrowed from its Mi- 
niſter. It is ſober or drunken, moral or ſerious, 
in ſome conſiderable Proportion, to the Sobriety 
or Drunkenneſs, the decent or ſerious Behaviour 
of him that is ſet over it. If then we prove 
unfaithful, we not only ſtand condemned for 
Crimes committed by ourſelves, but we ſtand, 
in ſome Meaſure, chargeable with the Crimes 
of our People. Many of their precious Souls 
might have been everlaſtingly ſaved, which 
periſh for Lack of Knowledge. We waht have 
been the Inftruments of bringing them to Gy, 
We might have preſented them to God, 
| Crowns of our Rejoicing in the Day of the Los 
Feſus. Inſtead of this, they periſh, and periſh 
through our Fault. Whatſoever Degree of 
Blame may fall on them, no little Share will 
lie at our Door. We have been their Betrayers 
5 C2 - and 


( 20 ) 


and Murtherers. Had we deſtroyed the Body, 
1 that had been accounted a Deed of the blackeſt 
Dye amongſt Men. But if we have been un- 
faithful Miniſters, we have murthered their 
Better Part. We have deceived them, and de- 
ceived them, perhaps, to their everlaſting Ruin. 
With this then they will confront us in the awful 


Day of God. For this they will curſe us, and 


cCurſe us for ever, in the Regions of endleſs 
— Ruin and tack Es f 


5 1, indeed, we are twck Men, our Conſciences 
5 may be hardened too much to feel theſe Things 


now. But there is an Hour coming, when 


Conſcience will ſleep no longer; when the 
| Righteous Judge of the Earth Hall reprove us 
and ſet before us the Things we have done. When 
Death approaches, and he will not be long in 
coming to us all; when the Judgment Seat 1s 
Tet, and our Tryal for Eternity 1s at Hand; 


5 when we can ſilence the Clamours of Guilt, 


and mock God no longer; it will then be ſome- 
3 thing to paſs our broken Accounts, and anſwer 
for our Stewardſhip: It will be ſomething to 
ſee thoſe poor Creatures on the left Hand, 


= whoſe Souls we have deſtroyed : It will be ſome- 
5 thing to meet our own deſerved Fate, and to be 


ſent away with that Shame, Reproof, and In- 


diggen, Which our own accumulated Guilt 
OT - hath 


6.4 


hath merited, and ſomething t to feel it' 8 ; Puniſh» 
ment for ever. 


How videly different will the State and Fate 
| of that Miniſter be, whoſe Conſcience, and 
whoſe Saviour bear Witneſs for him, that he 
_ hath been a faithful Steward of the Myſteries | 
of Heaven, and that he is clear of the Blood of 
all Men; whoſe Chriſtian Life and Heavenly 
Converſation, have afforded an illuſtrious Ex- 
ample to his People, and who, longing after 
their Salvation, hath not ſhunned to declare unto 5 


2 them the ** . of Cod., 3 


"Sack. a one bath * Happineſs to know, 
- that he bath taken Heed unto himſelf, and to bis 
' Doftrine ; that by ſo doing he might ſave himſelf, and 


' thoſe that heard him. He has Peace in his own 
| Breaſt; for, as Solomon obſerves, the good Man 
is ſatisfied from himſelf ; and this Rejoicing is his 


the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that he hath both 


' preached the Truth as it is in Jeſus; and alſo, in 
: Simplicity and godly Sincerity Bath bad his Converſa- 
tion in the World. And, humanly ſpeaking, he 


| hath Nothing to blame himſelf for with reſpect 


to others. Though many, perhaps, would not 
be entreated by him, yet he can call Heaven 


and Earth to record againſt them, that be hath often 


fet er them Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing. 


Yea, 
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Fe ea, they themſelves geibeder how be ceaſed 


not, for many Years, to warn them Night and Day, 
perhaps with Tears. And in others, God hath 


been pleaſed to let him ſee the Fruit and End of 


his Labour. Amongſt his People are ſome 
Seals to bis Miniſtry : Some converted by his In- 


ſtrumentality, who will be þis Foy and Crown of 


Rejoicing in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. I have no 

greater oy, faid the Beloved Apoſtle, han to hear 

that my Children walk in the Truth. Hence, in 
the 'moſt pleaſing Senfe, the Bleſſin ing of him that 
was ready to periſh, is come upon him. Theſe dear 


and precious People, ſaved by his Miniſtry, 


| acknowledge him to have been the bleſſed In- 
ſtrument, in the Hands of their Redeemer, of 
delivering them from Death, and ſaving their Souls 


alive And conſequently, he is entitled to theſe 


Promiſes from approving Heaven: any Man 
do err, and one convert him, let him know that be 
who converteth a Sinner from the Error of his Way, 
ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Mul. 
| titude of Sins. And again, They that be wiſe ſhall 
_ ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 


that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
ever and ever, 5 e 


A Miniſter of this Sort muſt nals 6 be more 
comfortable and happy in this World, than one 
that i is unfaithful; and no one here, I truſt, will 


queſtion, 


* * 
. that their Situations will be Hidely 
diſtant at the Hour of Death, in the Day of 
Judgment, and through the e ** of 
Eternity. 1 7 | 


At the Mor of Death, * pious and doe. 


Miniſter will look back with Satisfaction, and 


forward with Delight, becauſe he hath laboured 
to be faithful to his Lord, and his dear Re- 
deemer will not forſake him in his laſt Moments. 
He may ſmile at Death, becauſe that Serpent is 
deprived of his Sting, and the Grave hath 
loft the Victory. At the Day of Judgment he 
will meet with T ranſport at the Right Hand 
of his Redeemer, the precious Souls whom he | 
hath been the means of ſaving. And in Heaven 
he will enjoy a rich, a ſweet, a glorious Eternity, 
reſting from all his Toils, and poſſeſſing the 
never- fading Crown, bought with his Redeemer's 
Blood, and given to all, that fight the good Fight 

: of Faith, and are Faun unto Death. 


Having now, my Brethren, 83 to dif- 
charge my Conſcience in the Buſineſs, on which 
J have been called to ſtand before you this Day; 
I pray God to grant, that we may all lay 
theſe momentous Reflections to Heart, and 


; ſtudy to fhew ourſelves approved unto God, Work- : 


men that need not to be aſhamed : that ſo, we may 
„„ have 


5 | 14 + 

hape Beact in our own Breaſts; be che kippjt 
Inſtruments of ſaving others, and meet at laſt 
the Smiles of approving Heaven, whilſt the 
gracious Judge ſhall admit us to his Kingdom, 


with—Well done, ye good and N 
enter 1 into 11. "To of yew kad 995 
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